
 

 

 

 
Subject: Art Media and Design 
 
Level: Level 3 
 
Focus for this fortnight: How we use the Design process in art 
 
Please send questions / queries to: rlemarechal@eastleigh.ac.uk 

We highly recommend using the design process when 
approaching your art projects.  
 

 
 
We use this process in the department to break down 
the creative process for you to enable you to get the 
most out your work.  
These guides will break down the sections for you then 
give you an example of how it translates into your 
projects 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ideas Generation 
 
Primary research / Secondary Research -  
 Once you have a theme or idea for your project this 
is often the most overlooked area of starting a 
project. Most students just want to start on their work, 
but you cannot do enough research at this stage to 
help feed ideas and motivation for your project.  
The range of research you can do is huge, but 
students often forget to take it to the next step, e.g 
you are looking at portrait painters and research 
Picasso as you find his work inspiring. This is good 
research, but you should always try to take it to the 
next step and try to find out who inspired Picasso. All 
artists are inspired by others, so looking for those 
contextual links will give your work new depth and 
range. 
The internet is a fantastic resource, but it should not 
be overused, the library has a wide range of books 
on specialist subjects and even a quick flick through 
these will open up new options to you other than the 
‘trending’ options available on the internet. Check 
your sources on the net as well, they are not always 
correct! 
Research should also involve fast experiments using 
mediums and materials you might not be familiar with 
is essential, don’t be afraid to make mistakes at this 
stage, you will learn more from these rather than just 
using approaches you are comfortable with. 
Visits to galleries and exhibitions is also highly 
recommended, even if the subject is not directly 
linked to your project, environment and presentation 
of curated exhibitions can inspire you in ways you 
may not have considered. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The design process is an 
industry standard model which 
we have modified to fit our 
needs, but essentially it exists in 
all the creative industries. 
 
By working through this 
process, you will become more 
comfortable with approaching 
new challenges and tasks from 
employers in the future.  
 
The process ensures that you 
have a solid background to your 
project work giving you more 
confidence in your work and 
outcomes.  
 
A key step to the process is 
refection of your work, regular 
problem solving, and analysis of 
your progress will help you keep 
on track with your project. 
 
 When possible involve others 
in this process as their input can 
help you see opportunities you 
may have missed. 
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